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potential difference may conveniently be described in three
stages corresponding to the pressure at which the experiments
are carried out. At ordinary pressures there exists a more
or less Hat part of the eiirrent-E.M.F. curve, corresponding
to approximate saturation. As the pressure is lowered this
flat part becomes steeper and steeper, tin til at a pressure of

500

a few millimetres there does not appear to be any approach
to saturation* In thin second stage a small change in the
potential difference always produces a large alteration in the

current, The third stage is only reached at much lower
pressures, when we again get an approach to saturation, At
a pressure of about a tenth of a millimetre, depending on the
minals was used as the source of light, and the constancy of
